
NZEB UK definition
Applied through updated Building Regulations and complying 
with the EPBD, the government must set a definition for NZEBs 
over the coming months.

2020 deadline
Risking a lack of understanding on its impact to the 
industry through short timeframes and whilst navigating 
BREXIT, the UK must meet the NZEB 2020 target.

Primary Energy
Building designers will need to build to low 
primary energy specifications, as the EPBD 
measures NZEBs in primary energy.

Modelling completed across the industry 
has shown the potential impacts this 
transition could have on the design and 
HVAC specification of new developments.

We’ve created two reports to break down 
the terms of the EPBD, the decisions the 
UK needs to make and the potential impact 
these may have on HVAC specification, 
using SAP10 factors & software, to tell  
you what you need to know.

We ‘cannot be 
too radical’ in tackling 

climate change
David Attenborough

An overhaul for Building Compliance
With a primary energy-based performance target and 
a requirement for renewable energy to contribute 
to a development’s HVAC requirements; the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) requires 
all new buildings in the UK to meet its nearly zero 
energy building (NZEB) criteria  by the end of 2020.
This legally-binding NZEB target is one of the 

driving forces behind the update to Part L and Part F. 
With the aim to transform the built environment in 
support of the  fight against climate change.

Energy Performance 
Targets (EPT) 

Energy users, such as all HVAC 
services and built-in lighting, will likely 
become the new focus for primary 

energy based EPTs.

Carbon Emissions 
Adding an extra level of 

consideration to building design, 
means it’s likely that carbon 
emission reduction will be a 

supporting compliance indicator.

Renewable Energy 
Strategy (RES) 

The UK is encouraged to set 
a RES, either through setting 

low EPT or mandating 
renewable technologies.

To request a copy of these reports or to 
discuss the implications of primary
energy and the EPBD, email

GDHV.Contracting@glendimplex.com
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