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The CCC’s June 2020 emissions progress report: 

What does this mean 
for the future of HVAC?
When the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) first thought about presenting their June 
2020 emissions progress report to Parliament, its members could not have guessed that 
they would be doing so in the midst of a global pandemic. 

This most recent update on how the UK is progressing towards the achievement of 
emissions-based targets, such as net-zero by 2050 and the carbon budgets, has certainly 
been listened to. There is no doubt that it influenced the Chancellor’s recent Summer 
Economic Update and the decision to target a green recovery from the Covid-19 crisis.  

So, what does the CCC see as the future of construction and what can be done to prepare 
for the changes this will make to HVAC specification? For those who do not wish to read 
through the original 196-page report, we have summarised the key industry insights, 
structured by the questions most commonly asked.
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The Committee on Climate Change was created to provide independent 
advice to Government on building a low-carbon economy and preparing 
for climate change. Every June, it provides a report on how the UK is 
progressing towards its legally binding targets, and what actions need to 
be taken to ensure future progress.

Government uses this advice to guide activity relating to climate change 
and environmental targets, such as changes to regulations and the creation 
of financial schemes and grants. 
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What is the point of the CCC’s 
progress report to Government? 



The CCC has reported that the UK’s territorial emissions fell by 28% between 2008 and 2018, 
with projections suggesting a further 2% - 13% decline during 2020, dependant on the last six 
months of this year. 

Although this is positive news, with green policy driving down emissions in buildings, industry 
and energy supply, this was not the year of policy progress that the Committee called for in 
2019. At the current rate of progress, the UK is not expected to meet future carbon budgets 
or the overall net-zero 2050 challenge – both of which it is legally obligated to achieve. 
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How is the UK progressing 
with emissions targets?  



Evidence shows that the lockdown measures which were 
implemented due to Covid-19 have resulted in substantial reductions 
in energy use and emissions.

According to the CCC, an early comprehensive estimate suggests 
that global emissions declined by over 5% in the first three months of 
2020 compared to the same period in 2019, with daily emissions in 
early April around 17% (11% - 25%) lower than in 2019. 
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How has lockdown 
affected the UK’s 
emissions progress? 
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Over recent years, changes in regulations and 
increased industry awareness has certainly led to 
reduced emissions within the construction sector. 
Most of this change has come through the adoption 
on lower carbon technologies, such as hot water heat 
pumps, and making use of the decarbonisation of the 
electrical grid. 

Although this has had a positive effect, it is the 
decarbonisation on the power sector that has led to 
this change rather than a mass change to housing, 
with the power industry going from the highest 

emitting sector at the start of the decade to the fourth 
highest in 2019. As this decreases further, designers 
will see increasing benefits from applying electrical 
solutions to their designs, such as heat pumps and 
direct acting panel heaters. 

Emissions from waste, shipping and F-gases have also 
decreased, which has helped to decarbonise specifiable 
products. However, the CCC has commented that the 
building sector on the whole has not decarbonised 
at the pace of the rest of the economy, remaining 
relativity flat over the second half of the decade. 

Aren’t emissions in the 
construction sector decreasing?  

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/hot-water-heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/hot-water-heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/sites/default/files/1_decarbonisation_tipsheet.pdf?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/sites/default/files/1_decarbonisation_tipsheet.pdf?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/direct-acting-electric-panel-heaters?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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The CCC’s warning that buildings need to decarbonise 

at a much faster rate is likely to be taken seriously by 

Government; especially as they accounted for 18% of 

all emissions in the UK in 2019. The need to act on 

this will likely be reflected in the upcoming update to 

Part L and Part F of the Building Regulations.

The report acknowledges provisions that need to be 

made to recover from the impact of Covid-19 but 

it is also explicit that measures should be strongly 

complementary to the UK’s climate goals and avoid 

locking in carbon-intensive practices. This includes the 

statement that the government needs to go further 

than the piecemeal schemes announced so far. 

The report suggests that immediate changes include:

■    Investments in low-carbon and climate-resilient 
infrastructure.

■    Support for reskilling, retraining and research for a 
net-zero, climate-resilient economy.

■    Upgrades to our homes and other buildings 
ensuring they are fit for the future.

■    Action to make it easy for people to walk, cycle, 
and work remotely.

■    Tree-planting, peatland restoration, green spaces 
and other green infrastructure.

This clear message, combined with the latest scientific 
evidence and the progress made so far, is likely to 
lead to stricter environmental targets in the upcoming 
changes to Part L and Part F as Government needs 
to do more to keep the UK on track with emissions 
targets and be seen to be acting on the CCC’s 
guidance. 

By 2025, it is expected that the policies will be in 
place for a transition to net-zero with almost all new 
investments (e.g. all new cars and heating systems) 
being zero-carbon by 2030/35.

What does this mean for the development 
of upcoming regulation changes? 



According to the CCC report, since 2008 emerging 
evidence has suggested low-carbon investments have 
performed better than high-carbon investments over 
this period. Within new and existing developments, 
this has been the case due to factors such as financial 
incentives and grants, such as domestic and 
non-domestic RHI, and increased consumer 
demand for environmentally friendly homes. 

In many cases, low carbon technologies can be 
on a par, or cost less than, traditional high carbon 
alternatives, whilst offering a price premium upon 
market value. An example of this would be the 
application of low temperature networks and 
in-apartment heat pumps to communal apartment 
schemes, in place of the typical high temperature 
loop and HIU. 

Has investment in low-carbon 
solutions been shown to be 
commercially beneficial? 
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https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps/low-temperature-networks?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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One of the CCC’s proposals to ensure a low-carbon 
economy is the greater use of carbon taxes across the 
UK. It is believed that this will support public finance 
and strengthen incentives to reduce emissions. 

The Carbon Offset Fund applied to new developments 
in London is the scheme that most associate with 
when they think of a carbon tax, which involves 
developers paying a set fee per tonne of carbon that 
a building produces. However, this may only refer to 
a replacement scheme for the EU Emissions Trading 

System (EU ETS) after the UK leaves the European 
Union at the end of 2020, which only applies to 
permit holders of stationary installations, such as large 
industrial sites, power generators and certain public 
and hospital buildings. 

Until more details are provided on this proposal, it is 
unknown what the future of carbon tax may be in the 
UK; whether this be the wider application of London’s 
model, or an increase in scope of who needs to be a 
permit holder post-Brexit.  

Is the carbon tax scheme in 
London going to be applied 
to the whole of the UK? 
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The National Infrastructure Strategy is an upcoming publication by 
Government which details a vision for infrastructure development over 
the next 30 years, setting out a road map of how we will meet the 
net-zero by 2050 target. 

It is expected to set out milestones and roadmaps for important 
priorities, such as:

■   Energy efficiency  
■   Avoiding overheating in new buildings 
■   Electric vehicle infrastructure  
■   Hydrogen production  
■   Carbon storage infrastructure 
■   5G and fibre broadband  
■   Risk management measures against climate change 
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What is the National 
Infrastructure Strategy? 
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When is the Sixth 
Carbon Budget 
being set?
In December 2020, the CCC will publish its proposal for 
the Sixth Carbon Budget. This will be the UK’s emission 
reduction target for 2033-37, whilst also presenting a full 
pathway to net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Government is required to respond to that advice and 
legislate the new carbon budget by June 2021.
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What is the CCC 
proposing for the 
future of energy 
use within buildings?

Reaching our 2050 target will require all 
consumed energy to be zero-carbon and come 
from low-carbon sources. The CCC sees these 
as being electricity, hydrogen and hot water in 
heat networks, fed into by renewable and nuclear 
sources, alongside bioenergy and any fossil fuels 
being combined with Carbon Capture and 
Storage (CCS). 

Electrification and district heating schemes, 
where viable, are seen as the primary route 

to zero-carbon heating systems, with a possible 
supplementary regionalised role for hydrogen to help 
manage peak demand. This will mean that the UK has 
to move away from using natural gas, and a strategy 
needs to be published on dealing with the existing 
gas grid. 

The Energy White Paper, due later in 2020, will show 
this strategy, to ensure we move towards using 
zero-carbon energy with resilient and flexible 
infrastructure during the 2020s and 2030s. 
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Both the CCC and Government see the electrification 
of heating and hot water as the main route to 
decarbonising buildings. The rapid decarbonisation 
of the electricity grid is leading to the increased 
specification of these systems in both new and 
existing buildings, which is only set to increase further 
with the update to Part L and Part F. 

The CCC is urging Government to take advantage 
of the reduced cost in renewable generation and to 
continue to use the Contract-for-Difference (CfD) 
auction mechanism to decarbonise the electrical grid 
to reach an emissions intensity of 50g CO2 by 2030, 

including 40GW of offshore wind. This would allow 
for the increased demand from low-carbon heat, 
supporting the specification of electrical solutions, 
such as panel heaters, heat pumps and high heat 
retention storage heating in the lead up to 2030. 
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What about the electrification 
of heat and renewable energy?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/direct-acting-electric-panel-heaters?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heating-cooling/high-heat-retention-storage-heating?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heating-cooling/high-heat-retention-storage-heating?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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The CCC sees heat networks as a method of providing heating and 
hot water services to buildings in certain regional areas, especially 
where population density is particularly high. Government is currently 
reviewing the market framework for networks as their numbers increase, 
with the CCC calling on Government to harness this opportunity to 
manage demand risk and unlock investment at scale, through zoning and 
concession arrangements.

Within apartment developments, the UK is seeing a rise in the use of 
communal heat networks to comply with the Building Regulations, whilst 
meeting regional requirements, such as higher carbon targets or the need 
to facilitate future connection to a district heat network. 
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Where will heat 
networks be used?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/communal-heat-networks-considerations?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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What about natural 
gas and oil?
When it comes to the future of energy, the CCC is very clear to 
Government that the use of natural gas cannot play a part. In the June 
Emission Report, it even suggests that any bail-outs for the oil and gas 
sector should only be given where it supports a net-zero transition, which 
would be difficult to do using high-carbon energy sources. 

This means that for existing homes the future for gas-based technologies 
are likely to be based on low-carbon fuels, such as hydrogen and advanced 
biofuels including biomethane, as Government looks to introduce green 
gasses to the grid. For new developments, changes in regulations are 
already moving away from fossil fuels, and in 2025 it is expected that no 
new homes will be connected to the gas grid. 
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What is the future 
of hydrogen?
Low-carbon hydrogen is seen by the CCC as critical to achieving net-zero 
targets. It sees hydrogen being used in applications such as HGVs and 
ships, and for electricity and heating in peak periods. It believes hydrogen 
needs to be deployed at scale before 2030 and supported by an ambitious 
policy package to support supply, demand and infrastructure. 

By 2050, the CCC predicts that UK hydrogen production would need to be 
comparable to the UK’s current fleet of gas-fired power stations. 
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Even though the Government supports the 

electrification of heat, it has yet to balance the levies 

placed on electricity that make the energy more 

expensive than gas. The CCC has strongly urged 

Government to address this, by evenly distributing the 

costs of low-carbon policy across gas and electric. 

It has said that addressing this issue is critical 

to the UK transitioning to low-carbon heating 

whilst ensuring that consumers do not pay 

disproportionately for environmentally friendly 

homes. There is additional pressure on Government to 

address this, especially as upcoming changes to Part 

L and Part F support electric solutions, at the same 

time as the trend for households entering fuel poverty 

worsens. The CCC has also called to accelerate plans 

for developing green mortgages and other financial 

products which support the take-up of low-carbon 

heating in instances where it is the capital, rather than 

operational costs that create a barrier. 
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Will Government address 
the cost difference between 
electricity and gas?
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What about the 
take-up of heat 
pumps?

The electrification of heat remains the Government’s 
main route for the decarbonisation of buildings. 
Whether at household level or through heat networks, 
heat pumps are likely to play a leading role due to their 
high-efficiencies and ability to provide comfort cooling. 

Heat pumps are a tested technology, with over 37 
million units installed in EU countries. However, even 
with subsidies, such as the Non-Domestic Renewable 
Heat Incentive, UK deployment of heat pumps remains 
below 30,000 units per year. 

Changes to the Building Regulations are expected 
to drive this uptake within new developments, 
however, the CCC has predicted that the UK will 
need to be installing 1.5 million units a year by early 
2030, scaling up to replace the majority of gas boilers 
current installed within the existing housing stock. 
Creating this demand will require an increase in public 
support for low carbon heating, alongside awareness 
of what heat pumps are and how they operate.

The CCC’s June 2020 emissions progress report: What does this mean for the future of HVAC?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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The CCC and Government have been clear in their 
support for heat pumps. However, heat pump 
technology has evolved beyond the typical products 
that spring to mind, and recent innovations are 
offering designers new specification options and the 
ability to benefit from hybrid heating systems. 

Hybrid heating systems employ a mixture of 
technologies to supply heat requirements into a 
building, often containing a heat pump technology for 
the benefits within compliance. An example would be 
using a hot water heat pump to provide low-carbon 
hot water to a dwelling, alongside a gas boiler or direct 
electric panel heaters to provide space heating. 

Not only do hybrid heating systems such as this 
provide design flexibility, but they also tend to be 
lower in cost (than a combined heating and hot water 
heat pump unit) and do not require a DNO application. 

To the CCC, these systems not only give the industry 
a chance to up-skill the workforce, but they also offer 
a greater range of specification options for designers 
to choose from and avoids locking the industry into 
a one-size-fits-all solution. Its support goes as far as 
suggesting to Government that hybrid heat pumps 
should be eligible for future funding within schemes 
and grants.
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Does the CCC support 
hybrid heating systems?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/hot-water-heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/direct-acting-electric-panel-heaters?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/direct-acting-electric-panel-heaters?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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In response to Covid-19, more people are now working 
from home and concerns have been raised about the health 
impact of spending more time in spaces with poor indoor air 
quality. As more activity takes place within houses, there is an 
increase in emissions associated with domestic combustion 
and the use of household organic solvents, leading to 
increased exposure to volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

In light of this, the CCC has urged Government to take action 
to improve indoor air quality within homes, which we are likely 
to see reflected in the update to Part L for existing dwellings. 
This is likely to include the retrofit of mechanical ventilation 
into homes, as the Government provides grants for increasing 
energy efficiency through insulation. 
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Does the CCC 
comment on improving 
indoor air quality?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/mechanical-ventilation?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/summer-economic-update-construction-and-housing
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/summer-economic-update-construction-and-housing
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The CCC has commented on how water demand has 
dramatically increased during 2020 compared to the 
same time last year, with an overall increase of more 
than 2.2 billion litres being consumed in the UK. 

Even though reservoir levels are currently high, 
some areas are already seeing poor pressure or 
loss of supply in the evenings as pipes cannot carry 
water fast enough to meet demand. This means that 
Government may need to intervene, to ensure that 
water infrastructure can provide higher flow rates and 
also that the increase in demand for hot water is being 
met in a low-carbon way. 

As hot water heat pumps and other water cylinders 
become specified and we begin to move away from 
gas boilers and an instantaneous water production; 
limiting hot water consumption through stored water 
will also help to make sure that everyone has access to 
hot water as demand and the population grow.  
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Will future changes affect the way 
we design buildings to address 
growing water consumption?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/hot-water-heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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There are two main areas which are likely to change HAVC specification 
within new residential developments as the CCC urges Government to close 
the performance gap and address future policy in this area. 

Although other areas will change the way we address energy use in 
buildings, such as the minimisation of primary energy or the inclusion of 
EV charging or battery systems, its main aim is to ensure standards 
encourage holistic building design. The CCC would see this as incorporating 
low-carbon heat with high overall energy efficiency measures, created to be 
futureproofed against the impacts of climate change. The specification of 
electric technology is a good example of this, as the ongoing decarbonisation 
of the electrical grid improves a dwelling’s carbon performance over time.
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How might residential 
new builds change?



25

A key area the CCC wants to address is closing 
the performance gap within new dwellings. It sees 
widespread reporting and testing as an answer to this, 
which would compare a building’s operational data 
against their designed performance. This would be an 
expansion to airtightness testing and aim to ensure 
that buildings are performing as advertised.

The only way to enforce this would be an overhaul 
of the planning process and addressing permitted 
development rights. The CCC believes that this should 
be outcomes-based (focussing on performance of 
homes once built) and more transparent, with effective 
oversight and sanctions. New policies which would 
introduce and enforce these practices were 
proposed in the consultation on Part L of the 
building regulations. 
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How do we address the 
performance gap?
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Future policy for new residential homes has already 
begun moving forwards as Government released the 
Future Homes Standard consultation. The Future 
Homes Standard will require the deployment of low-
carbon, energy-efficient heating systems from 2025, 
driving out high-carbon fossil fuel within new homes, 
whilst requiring they be built to be zero-carbon. 

The CCC has supported this, stating that the policy is 
long overdue, especially as nearly two million homes 
have been built, since the Climate Change Act was 
passed in 2008, that will likely require expensive 
retrofits before 2050. It does, however, believe the 
policy needs to integrate energy efficiency measures 
whilst making them more resilient to climate change 

and improving indoor air quality to ensure building 
safety and comfort. 

Looking beyond the Future Homes Standard, CCC is 
hoping that the Heat and Buildings Strategy, expected 
later this year, will focus on tackling fuel poverty and 
housing quality. This includes addressing the cost 
imbalance between electricity and gas and addressing 
growing issues such as overheating, poor indoor air 
quality and water usage. It is encouraging Government 
to publish long-term trajectories for energy efficiency 
measures, including a requirement for all new heating 
systems to be low-carbon from 2030 in off-gas 
properties and 2035 across the rest of the 
building stock. 
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What does the CCC think about 
future policy proposals?
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Due to climate change, we are now facing much 
warmer summers and the CCC has warned that we 
need to design our buildings to be resilient against this 
now. As the Government introduces an outcomes-
based compliance and enforcement framework, which 
is likely to create a published league table of how 
buildings perform, overheating is expected to be one 
of the new measurements tested against. 

With an overheating regulation for new developments 
currently preparing for consultation, the CCC’s 
remarks on the danger of overheating in residential 
developments are likely to feature, especially as they 

predict heat related deaths are likely to increase three-
fold by 2050, recognising not just global warming 
but the urbanisation trend that will see many living 
in close proximity dwellings and suffering from the 
‘Urban Heat Island’ effect. 

For residential apartment developments, reducing 
trapped internal heat losses through the use of 
low temperature (or ambient) networks is already 
increasing in popularity, especially with the use of dual 
heat pump solutions to pass increasingly challenging 
carbon and primary energy targets. 
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What does the report tell us 
about the upcoming Overheating 
in New Dwellings regulation? 

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps/low-temperature-networks?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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Public buildings have always been subject to 
stricter targets than the rest of the economy as the 
Government wants to make sure they are leading the 
way towards net-zero. An example is the mandatory 
50% reduction in emissions by 2032 as part of the 
Greening the Government plan. 

However, the CCC now wants to see Government 
support this with new funding to raise finances, 
both on a local level and direct from the treasury. It 
believes that local authorities should be given greater 
powers to monitor and report on emissions and 
climate resilience in their areas, which is expected to 
be a part of the new outcomes-based compliance and 
enforcement system.  

This will help local authorities to address renovation 
and improvements, as well as having a larger view of 
building safety, water efficiency, overheating risk and 
ventilation and air quality levels. 
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What about public buildings?
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Addressing the decarbonisation of the existing 
housing stock is a major challenge for the UK. The 
CCC sees the way of addressing this as being revising 
standards and incentivising low-carbon heat through a 
fabric first approach as much as possible. 

This act of decarbonising through reduced consumption 
will create similar issues in existing housing stock 
as is being experienced now in new developments 
– overheating and ventilation will be critical growth 
areas as these better insulated buildings are modified 
to allow for a comfortable and healthy environment 
within their new improved envelope.

Decarbonisation of the remaining energy consumption 
of these dwellings must then be prioritised through 
the replacement of traditional high-carbon systems 
with renewable, direct-acting or stored electric 
solutions, green gasses or connections to district 
networks. These will be defined and prioritised at 
a local level depending on the availability of the 
necessary infrastructure to deliver the required demand. 

To drive this new behaviour, the CCC sees many 
levers which can be applied to the various owners and 
tenants of the 26 million homes in the UK:

■    Different rates of stamp duty and/or council tax 
and a rapid scale-up of the developing market for 
green mortgages and other financial products, to 
encourage the installation of low-carbon solutions.

■    Consumer education activity to increase familiarity 
with low-carbon heating systems and the need 
to switch, including supporting people through 
the retrofit process - building on the example 
of the Scottish Home Renewables Advice 
service. This could be done through more rapid 
mainstreaming of the retrofit coordinator role 
under PAS2035.2019.

■    Home retrofit plans (e.g. as part of ‘Green Building 
Passports’) to be rolled out as soon as possible 
across the full housing stock, setting out a clear 
path to reaching zero-emissions. 

■    Widespread local energy planning, with local 
authorities and network operators making 
long-term decisions, particularly around heat 
infrastructure.

■    Publish long-awaited policies to deliver Clean 
Growth Strategy ambitions on retrofit, such as 
making existing homes minimum EPC band C 
by 2035.

Although the CCC is keen to reduce emissions in 
this area, it is clear that Government must do so 
whilst addressing the challenges of fuel poverty for 
homeowners and tenants who may need to change 
elements of their homes but cannot afford to be 
financially impacted in doing so.
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How does the CCC suggest we address the existing housing stock?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/direct-acting-electric-panel-heaters?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heating-cooling/high-heat-retention-storage-heating?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heating-cooling/high-heat-retention-storage-heating?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
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With working from 
home becoming 
common place, 
what is the future 
of commercial 
offices and other 
developments?

The CCC believes that the Government should look 
to support remote working beyond the Covid-19 
lockdown due to its climate-positive impact. However, 
ultimately it will be down to each company to decide 
how it wishes to operate moving forwards.

This means that there will likely still be a demand for 
office spaces, even if these have to be designed for 
greater ventilation rates with no recirculated air or 
to include larger spaces to allow for greater social 
distancing. There will be other commercial spaces, 
such as retail outlets, which will not be able to offer 
home working. 

In terms of the future of new and existing commercial 
buildings, the CCC believe that Government should 
accelerate plans to introduce a scheme based on the 
Australian NABERS model.  
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What is the 
NABERS rating?

In Australia, NABERS (National Australian Built 
Environment Rating System) ratings are legally 
required for office buildings of 1,000 square meters or 
more, with mandatory disclosure of the results at the 
point of sale or lease. 

This analysis rates several areas of a development:

■   Energy ratings 
■   Water ratings 
■   Waste ratings 
■   Indoor Environment ratings

Carbon Neutral Certifications can also be offered as an 
extension of the scheme. 

Every twelve months, relevant office building owners 
or managers must pay for a registered assessor 
to compile building data and visit their premises 
to calculate the buildings rating. This is then 
benchmarked against other similar buildings in the 
same location to offer a published league table of 
building performance. 

The CCC’s June 2020 emissions progress report: What does this mean for the future of HVAC?



32

The Government wishes to introduce a NABERS style 
scheme to commercial developments as it believes 
we need to overhaul our compliance and enforcement 
system to ensure that they are out comes based. It 
also wants information transparency and a clear audit 
trail of building use and energy efficiency.

When tied with new ambitious standards for the 
private rented sector, expected to be seen in the 
update to Part L and Part F, Government hopes that 
reporting in-use data after building completion will 
drive carbon efficiency improvements throughout the 
stock and enforce compliance with energy efficiency 
targets for existing buildings, such as the Minimum 
Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES).

For HVAC system, such as heat pumps and fan coils, 
this will highlight the importance of product testing 
and the manufacturers ability to understand and offer 
advice on which solutions will make the greatest 
impact, compared with up-front cost, to improve 
performance and lower operational bills. 
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What would this 
mean for UK policy?

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heat-pumps?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/heating-cooling/fan-coil-units?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure


Some of the CCC’s recommendations are likely to impact HVAC specification as soon as next year, 
through various measures including Government policy. At GDHV, we have a team dedicated to 

understanding and responding to such changes, with Business Development Managers on hand to 
pass this information directly to our customers.

We combine this understanding with a range of low-carbon, energy efficient solutions designed to 
help projects pass compliance in a way which is both cost effective and commercially beneficial. 

To discuss this information or our solutions in more detail, visit our website or email us at the address 
shown below. Alternatively, to stay up-to-date with future information, follow us on LinkedIn. 

HVAC Solutions GDHV

gdhv.contracting@glendimplex.com

www.gdhv.co.uk

Glen Dimplex 
Heating & Ventilation 

https://www.gdhv.co.uk/?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/gdhv-hvac-solutions//?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
mailto:gdhv.contracting@glendimplex.com
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/gdhv-hvac-solutions//?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure
mailto:gdhv.contracting@glendimplex.com
https://www.gdhv.co.uk/?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=ccc-brochure

